
Question: Can a licensed 

advanced practice professional 

nurse function as a surgical first 

assistant? 

Response: Registered nurses, 

including licensed advanced prac-

tice professional nurses, may 

function as surgical first assistants 

if they meet conditions estab-

lished in administrative rules of 

the Board.  The nurse functioning 

as a surgical first assistant:  

▪ Must successfully complete 

specific education, training and 

supervised practice in an organ-

ized program of study and must 

demonstrate competence in the 

functions to be performed 

▪ Must conform to recognized 

standards for practice of the surgi-

cal first assistant 
▪ Must follow written protocols 

approved by medical staff, nursing 

administration and the employing 

agency 
▪ May not concurrently serve as 

scrub or instrument nurse 
May harvest saphenous veins 

only after completing additional 

education acceptable to the 

Board, including supervised prac-

tice under the direct supervision of 

the operating physician 
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Response: APPNs seeking to renew their 
licenses must provide evidence of comple-
tion of at least 30 contact hours of continu-
ing education during the previous 2-year 
licensure period.  In addition, APPNs with 
prescriptive authorization must provide evi-
dence of at least 10 contact hours of phar-
macology-related continuing education dur-
ing that same period.  The 10 pharmacol-
ogy-related hours may be part of the total 
30 contact hours required for licensure re-
newal.  All APPNs applying for licensure 
renewal must sign a statement attesting to 
completion of the required number of con-
tinuing education hours.  APPNs randomly 
selected for audit of their CE activities will 
be asked to provide verification of partici-
pation to the Board.  It is worth noting that 
APPNs who do not comply with require-
ments for continuing education may be 
denied licensure upon application for re-
newal.  Also worth noting, APPNs who at-
test they have met the requirements and 
then are unable to provide evidence of 
compliance may be disciplined by the 
Board for fraud in attempting to become 
licensed, including denial of licensure re-
newal and assessment of the costs of in-
vestigation. 

Response: IDACARE (Idaho Code 54-
4601), implemented following passage 
of the Idaho Patient Freedom of Infor-
mation Act of 1998, is an electronic 
database that profiles selected licen-
sees in order to assist Idaho’s citizens 
in their selection of personal health 
care providers.  IDACARE includes 
information about educational prepara-
tion and work history, malpractice his-
tory, final board disciplinary action, and 
other pertinent information required by 
law.  Advanced practice professional 
nurses, including certified nurse mid-
wives, clinical nurse specialists, nurse 
practitioners and registered nurse 
anesthetists, are required to provide 
initial and update data to IDACARE 
upon issuance of initial licensure and 
at the time of each biennial licensure 
renewal.  Licensees who do not com-
ply by providing required information 
on a timely basis may be subject to 
disciplinary action, including assess-
ment of administrative fines for each 
day information is not provided. 

Response: In March 2004, the Idaho 
Legislature passed House Bill 659 as 
amended.  The bill revised the Idaho 
Nursing Practice Act by removing phy-
sician supervision as a requirement 
for practice for certified nurse mid-
wives, clinical nurse specialists and 
nurse practitioners.  In addition, the 
bill added a requirement for participa-
tion in a peer review process as a 
condition of licensure renewal for 
CNM, CNS and NP renewal appli-
cants. 
 
Following passage of HB 659, the 
Board of Nursing adopted guidelines 
for peer review, including a description 
of evidence that must be provided at 
the time of license renewal: 
▪ Signature on the attestation state-
ment that is part of the renewal appli-
cation form (required of all renewing 
APPNs) 
▪ Supporting documentation of a 
peer review process, e.g. a signed 
statement from the peer reviewer, re-
ports/records of the peer review, con-
tract with a peer outlining services 
provided, copy of the institution’s pol-
icy on peer review, etc. (required of 
APPNs randomly selected for desk 
audit) 
▪ Evidence of peer review available 
at the practice site (required of APPNs 
selected for on-site audit) 

Question: I understand changes were 

made to the Nursing Practice Act in 

2004.  How did that affect the practice 

and licensure of advanced practice 

professional nurses in Idaho? 

Idaho Board of Nursing 

Question: How much and what kind 

of continuing education is required 

for APPN licensure renewal? 

 
Question: What is IDACARE?  Who 
must provide information for inclusion 
in the IDACARE database? 

To update your profile, access the 
IdaCare Website at: 
www.idacare.org/update/userentry.cfm
—enter your license number (in CAPS, 
i.e. RNA-000, NP-999A) and password 
(your date of birth, i.e., 9/20/1954) and 
review your profile.  Enter changes and 
click on “Update Your License Informa-
tion Record” and exit the form.  
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